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Stocks  of  onions  held  by  growers  and  dealers  in  or  near  areas  of  production  totaled 
10,752,000  fifty-pound  sacks  on  January  1,  1951,  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  reported  today.  Current  holdings  are  one-fifth  larger  than  the  5,716,000 
sacks  on  hand  a year  ago,  30  percent  larger  than  the  preceding  ten-year  average  for 
January  1 of  8, 277,000  1 sacks,  and  the  largest  holdings  since  January  1,  1947. 

These  estimates  include  all  onions  in  both  common  and  cold  storage  held  by  growers 
or  dealers  in  or  near  areas  of  production.  Allowance  has  been  made  for  estimated 
shrinkage,  waste,  and  other  losses  that  occurred  before  January  1,  but  the  stocks 
estimates  include  quantities  lost  from  shrinkage,  waste,  and  other  factors  after 
January  1.  Current  reports  indicate  that  shrinkage,  waste,  and  other  losses  of 
onions  in  storage  January  1,  1951  will  be  heavier  than  usual. 

Late  summer  onion  production  in  1950  in  the  Eastern  and  Central  producing  areas  was 
substantially  larger  than  a year  earlier,  and  most  of  the  increase  in  January  1 
stocks  occurred  in  these  areas.  Although  production  was  slightly  less  than  a year 
earlier  in  the  Western  States,  stocks  are  also  slightly  larger  than  last  year  in 
these  States. 


Rail  and  boat  shipments  of  late  summer  onions  prior  to  January  1,  1951  were  the 
smallest  for  this  period  of  the  year  since  the  fall  of  1940,  On  the  other  hand 
truck  shipments  were  the  largest  of  record.  Shrinkage,  waste,  and  other  losses 
prior  to  January  1,  1951  was  larger  than  any  year  of  record  except  during  the  fall 
of  1946.  Unfavorable  prices  during  the  harvest  season  resulted  in  a relatively 
large  quantity  of  onions  being  left  in  the  fields  un!  arvested,  and  also  resulted  in 
heavy  cullage  of  the  harvested  onions  that  were  sold.  The  large  crop  coupled  with 
the  unfavorable  market  situation  resulted  in  an  unusually  large  quantity  going  into 
storage  — in  many  cases  into  inadequate  facilities  where  shrinkage  and  waste  to 
January  1 has  been  heavier  than  usual.  Unharvested  production,  heavy  cullage, 
shrinkage,  and  waste  of  onions  placed  in  storage  account  for  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  total  disappearance  to  January  1 this  year. 
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ONIONS:  Production,  stocks  January  1 following  year,  and  disappearance  to 

January  1 in  19  Late  Summer  States,  Crops  of  1938  to  1950 
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l/~ Sacks  containing  50  pounds. 

2/  Kansas,  5-year  average — 1945-49;  Arizona,  7 

3/  Includes  cold  storage  holdings  in  or  near  a 

4/  Includes  in  son®  years  quantities  that  were 
or  other  economic  factors. 
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not  harvested  because  of  low  prices 


